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Library of Things Policy  

 
The Somers Public Library offers a “Library of Things” collection which supports the library’s 

mission to serve the needs of the community through a variety of library materials. 

 

Items borrowed from the “Library of Things” follow the Somers Public Library’s Collection 

Development, Borrowing, and Gifts and Donations policies. 

 

Borrower Criteria for Library of Things Items: 
 

• Patrons must be 18 or over to borrow Things. 

• Prior to borrowing a Thing, all Patrons must sign the Informed Consent Waiver (see 

below). 

• By taking possession of any Thing, the Patron is certifying that they are capable of using 

it in a safe and proper manner. Responsibility for a child’s use of an item rests with the 

parent or guardian. 

• The Patron is solely responsible for any Thing checked out. 

• Patrons may borrow only one Thing at a time. 

• Things will not be shared via delivery with other libraries. All Things must be borrowed 

from and returned directly to the Somers Public Library. Things must be returned to the 

Library’s Circulation Desk and handed to a Library staff member to be checked in. 

• Things valued at $50 or less may be borrowed for 2 weeks with 1 renewal (no auto 

renewal). Things valued at $50 or more may be borrowed for 1 week with 1 renewal (no 

auto renewal). Things will be marked to display this information.  

• If a Thing valued at $50 or less is returned late, the Patron will be responsible for a late 

fee of $2.00 per day for every day the Library is open until the Thing is returned. Late 

fees will accrue to a maximum of $10. If a Thing valued at $50 or more is returned late, 

the Patron will be responsible for a late fee of $5.00 per day for every day the Library is 

open until the Thing is returned. Late fees will accrue to a maximum of $30. 

• If a Thing is declared lost or damaged, the patron will be responsible for the full 

replacement cost.  

• The Patron agrees to accept the Library’s assessment of fair restitution for damage, soiled 

condition, delinquency in returning the Thing, and/or loss of items in part or total. This 

restitution amount could equal the full replacement cost of the Thing. 

• The Patron agrees that the Library is not responsible for any manufacturing defects in 

quality of workmanship or materials inherent in any borrowed Things, and is not 

responsible for any other defective conditions of the borrowed Things. 

• All Things must be returned in the same condition as when borrowed barring normal 

wear and tear. All Things must be returned clean. 



• The Patron agrees that if any borrowed Thing becomes unsafe or in a state of disrepair, 

they must immediately discontinue its use and report any damage to the Library. 

• The Library reserves the right to refuse the loan of any Thing at its discretion. 

• The Patron agrees not to modify or tamper with hardware or software settings established 

by the library on applicable items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Informed Consent Waiver 

 

 

The items (Things) in our Library of Things collection are for use by library patrons with a valid 

Connecticut public library card, in good standing. Not all Things are suitable or safe for all 

patrons.  

 

I, ________________________________ (print name), do hereby for myself, on behalf of my 

successors and assigns, in consideration of being permitted to borrow Things: 

 

will use the Things I am borrowing in a safe and proper manner. 

 

agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless Somers Public Library and the Town of Somers, 

its officers, agents, and employees from any and all liability, loss, claims, and demands, actions 

or causes of action for the death or injury to any persons and for any property damage suffered or 

incurred by any person which arises or may arise or be occasioned in any way from the use of 

Things that I borrow from the Somers Public Library. I am aware that the Somers Public Library 

and the Town of Somers, its partners, directors, officers, members, and employees claim no 

expertise and make no representation concerning the fitness of any item for any particular use. 

 

affirm that I have read and fully understand the Library of Things Policy and Informed Consent 

Waiver. 

 

Print Name____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Library Card Number: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Date____/____/____ 

 

 

Staff Use Only: Policy acceptance entered on patron account.   (Staff Initials) ______ 
 

 


